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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED In this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 
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3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

Intemational Bureau (POT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This Office Action is the answer to the amendment received on 12/06/2005. 

Status of the claims 

2. Claims 2-12 are pending. Claim 1 was canceled. 

Drawings 

3. There are 15 figures of formal drawings, they are acceptable. 

Allowable Subject Matter & Reasons for Allowance 

4. Independent claim 1 1 is patentable over the closest references of Muramoto et al. 
(US Pat. 6,351,700), or Kadota because they do not anticipate nor fairly and reasonably 
teach an automatic clutch control device, besides other limitations, comprising: 

a clutch control means is operable for changing , in accordance with a running 
state of the vehicle, a speed of the connecting operation defined as extending fi-om a 
beginning of the connecting operation to an end of the connecting operation. 

The primary reference of Muramoto et al. discuss rotation speeds of the clutches 
9, and 10; however, they do not address the speed of a clutch engaging/disengaging 
operation's duration. 

5. Claims 2-10, and 12 are allowed because they are dependent on claim 11. 

Conclusion 

6. Claims 2-12 are patentable. Claims 1 1 and 12 are renumbered as claims 1, and 
11. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi:'om the 
examiner should be directed to CUONG H. NGUYEN whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6759. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30 am - 5:30 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, THOMAS G. BLACK can be reached on 571-272-6956. The Rightfax 
number for the organization where this application is assigned is 571-273-6956. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-2 1 7-9 1 97 (toll-free). 
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